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EDITOR's PREFACE. 


HE ſucceſſive attacks of Infidels, on the 
Divine Authority of the Old and New 
Teſtament, have occaſicned the publication of 
many elaborate defences of Revealed Religion. 
| Theſe publications being recondite and expen- 
five, have not been much peruſed ; and indeed if 
they had been more generally read, it appears to 
me, that many of theſe publications would ra- 
ther injure than ſerve that cauſe which they 
were profeſſedly deſigned to promote. For 
whilſt ſome of theſe writers contend, in 2 learn- 
ed and judicious manner, for the genuineneſs of 
thoſe books, which are comprized in the Old 
and New Teſtament, they give up their divine 
inſpiration; and thus unintentionally betray 
Chriſtianity into the hands of its enemies. The 
Infidel from hence may take occation to fav, 
The writers of the Bible declared, that they 
were Divinely Inſpired; but, according to vour 
account, they were not; if they could tell o e 
A 2 fal\chvyd 
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falſchood to ſerve the auſe in which they were 
enliſted, why not tell a thouſand ?” 


That the writers of the New Teſtament be- 
lieved themſelves divinely inſpired, is clear from 
their writings; in which there are many decla- 
rations to this effect. (Eph. iii. 4, 5.) IM berely 
rohen ye read, ve may underſland my knowledge in 
the myſtery of Chriſt, which in other ages Twas not 


made known unto the ſons of men; as it is now re- 


vealed unto his holy Abofles aud Prophets by the 
Spirit. 


And the Old Teſtament was written by holy 
men of God, tho ſpake as they were borne on by the 
Holy Spirit. (2 Pet. i. 21.) Origen, who lived 
in the third century, obſerves, ©* That if a man 
would not confeſs himſelf to be an Infidel, he 
muſt admit the 7»ſpiration of the Scriptures.” By 
Dr. Doddridge it is remarked, © Nothing can be 
more evident, than that a firm and cordial belief 
of the 1NSPIRATLION of the Sacred Scriptures is 
of the higheſt moment, not only to the edifica- 
tion and peace of the Church, but, in a great 
meaſure, to its very exiſtence. For if this be 
given up, the authority of Revelation is ener- 

vated, 
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vated, and its uſe deſtroyed: the ſtar, which is 
to direct our courſe is clouded; our compals is 
broke to pieces; and we are left to make the 
voyage of life in ſad uncertainty, amidſt a thou- 
ſand rocks, and ſhelves, and quickſands.“ 


As Dr. Doddridge believed in the inſpiration 
of the Scriptures, ſo did Dr. Jennings, and they 
both conſidered it as a very important article of 


their fauh. If what the Doctor has ſaid in theſe. 


Sermons does not directly tend to confirm this 
doctrine, it does ultimately; and the kind of 
evidence which he adduces in defence of Di- 
vine Revelation, is eaſy to be comprehended by 
every claſs of readers. The method in which 
he treats the ſubject is perſpicuous; the ſtyle is 
plain and familiar, and the whole is animated 
by a ſpirit of ſeriouſneſs and benevolence. As 
the tract is of intrinſic value, ſo I thirk its re- 
publication is by no means unſeaſonable. If it 
ſhould convert one Infidel; if it ſnould confirm 
any who are in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe and heſita- 
tion; if it ſhould excite gratitude to God in the 
minds of thoſe Chriſtians, whoſe hearts are eſta- 


bliſhed with grace, it will afford ſatisfaction and 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure to the Editor, that he has been neceſ- 
{ary to its re- publication. 


Benjamin Cracknell. 


IFVarcham, Julr, 1796. 
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TIE apparent Increaſe of Infidelity, or at leaſt of 
the open Profeſſion of it, of late Years, among 
ſuch as diſrcliſh the Purity of the Scripture Precepts, 
cannot but be matter of deep Concern with all, who 
honour God, who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Since— 
rity, and who have Compaſſion on their fellow-Mor— 
tals, whoſe dangerous Condition they ſce and bewail, 
while the God of this World hath blinded the Minds of 
them who believe not. To this pious and charitable 
Concern it is, doubtleſs, owing, that I have been ear- . > 
neſtly ſolicited to publiſh theſe two Sermons. I hoped. = 
to have been excuſed from publiſhing any thing more 
during the now ſhort remainder of my Life; for my 
Years are too many, and my Time is too much filled 
up with my ſtated Buſineſs, to admit of that Poliſhing 
which is expedted in Diſcourſes that appear in Print. 
But there is a Sort of Importunity which it is hard to 
reſiſt, and there are Friends to whom one knows not 
how to deny any thing; and thercfore theſe Sermons, 
which were preached without the leaſt View to their 


| 
| 
f 


being made more public, muſt now venture into the 
World. I am well aware that ſome Perſons may 
judge 
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judge it to be ncedleſs and impertinent to publiſh theſe 
plain Diſcourſes, on an Argument which has been ſo 
well, and ſo much more fully handicd in ſeveral Boks 
already extant: But it has been alledged that thoſe 
larger Treatiſes are ſeldom read by the common Pco- 
ple, among whom the Fafhion of Deiſm, and of con- 
temning the Scripture is very much ſpread, ard has 
infected even the lower Claſſes of Mankind; and ihere- 
fore it has been much deſired that theſe Sermons might 
be publiſhed, in a ſmall Volume by themſelves; in 
hopes that ſo little and cheap a Book may be read by 
many, who will ncither be at the expence of procuring, 
nor at the Pains of reading larger Volumes. Some 
good Succeſs which, I am informed, God was pleaſed 
to give to theſe Sermons in preaching, is an Encou- 
ragement to hope that Ile may alſo be pleaſed to make 
them of Ule in reading. 


As in this Publication I have gratiſied the Deſire of 
many of my Chriſtian Friends; fo I hope that, in Re- 
turn, they will gratify my Deſire and Requeſt, which 
is, that they will join with me in earneſt Prayer to God 
for his Bleſſing on theſe Sermons, that fo they may be 
ſome Means of ſtopping the Progreſs of Infidelity, of 


recovering ſuch as are already taken in the Snare of the 
Devil, and of c{tabliſhing the Faith of the People of 
God ; and fo, though not otherwiſe, will they alſo do 
honour to the Judgement of thoſc at whoſe Deſire they 
are publiſhed. 


D. JENNINGS. 
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ne Ie know that his Teftimoiy i true. 

ca 


_—_ 1 St. John ſolemnly afferts the truth of ulis! 

he had written in the foregoing hiſtory, conceru- 
ing the life, death and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 
He had not written theſe things upon hearſay and un- 


: of certain report, but upon his own certain knowledge ; 
Re- they were no other things than what he had fren ith 
ich his own eyes, and heard with his own ears, which ke kad 
300 Jooked upon, or attentively conſidered, end whhic) His 
Y _ bands had, as it were, handled of i7e 11rd of life, as he 
„ 0 


ſpeaks in the firſt verſe of his fieſt . piltle; and there- 
the fore he had the fulleſt afſurance of the truth of the 


e of teſtimony which he had given concerning them. But 
o CO his form of expreſſion, we ln, ins led forme to ſup— 
they poſe that this laſt chapter, or at lcaſt tlie two lat verſes 


of it, were written by ſome other hand, and figned by 
IGS. B dome 
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ſome other of Chriſt's 0ifciples then living, as their at- 
telta: ion to the trail of St. Jehn's £3: ſpelt but T fee 
no reafon for fn a fippolitt n, ſince St. John him- 
ſelf uſes exactiy the ſame forts of c pteſſion in his 
Epiſtle, « Thut which we have ſeen and "ard, declare 
« we unto vw.” St. Paul allo writes in the ſame 
manncr, 1 'i hell. ii. 18. Wherefore wr onld have 
come unto vn, even I Paul.“ Perhops St. John 
uſes we inſtead of / in the text, part iy to denote the 
gen-ral aſſent WHieh mien give to ſuch fort of teſti- 
mony as he bud gien concerning Chriſt. The teſli- 
mony of a man of blemiſhes character, who was an 
eye-witneſs of ſad., is genctally ercdite!; few, if 
any, will doubt ht: ich a man's teſtimony, on his 
cn perſonal knowledge, is true; and fuch was the 
teſtimony which St. Ihn had given, and wiitten in 
this hiitory concerning Jeſus Chriſt, therefore we off 
En, or it is the common ſenſe of mankind in ſuch 
matters, V hrs tcſiiniiny is trac. And eſpecially St. 
John meant to dechae his own certaimy of theſe 
things, as he had done before, chap. xix. 35. He 
« that ſar it hare rechid, is record is true; and he 
„ knoweti hat he ſaich true.“ St. John was aſſured, 
beyond all doviet and hefnation, that his teſtimony con- 
cerning Chriſt was rue: but how are we to be aſſured 
of it? That i the dus ien with Þ propoſe to han- 

le in this dico. Wha cvidoncoc lave we of the 
truch of he Guipcl, pon wich we may make meſe 
words our own, aud lay „ we kiow , his i, 77 J 75 


true? 
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true? Now, in diſcourſing on this point, I ſhall no: 
confine myſelf to St. Joins tefliaury, ar to thoſe 
things only Which be has recorded in it 1: „ of 
Chriſt; but I thall take in alf, the tefinios, „ all 
the other Apoſties and ſacred writers, concerning all 
things which are containdd in le 1. y Sc opta 


"4 *M. 
tis oO 4 


and 1 hope to ſhow you (to. the conyittiin of 


1111 OL any 


ſuch as may doubt of this teſtimony, and tor he 
ther cſtabliſhment of tlic faith of the 
it) that it is true; fo that as they, the ee, vonturid 
their lives and their ſouls upon it, we may ſately do 
ſo too. 


ſur- 


Sd 1 ; ie „ C 


Here, that we may proceed by regular ſters in our 
enquiry into the truth of this teſtimony, or of he 
Scripture Revelation, we ſhall frit confiler the proba- 
bil:t; of it, and then, ſecondly, the cer/a/iity of it ; that 
it is probable to be true, and then that is more than 
probable; ſo that we alſo may ſay, upon ſuſhcien; 
evidence, owe know that this tef{in::ny is truce. 


Fin, As to the probability of this teſtimony, o. 
of the Scripture Revelation. We hear of ſome things 
which are ſo utterly improbable to be true, that we 
do not think it worth while to give ourſclves any trou- 
ble to enquire about them, but reject them at once as 
mere fable. So ſome perſons treat the Goſpel; but 
ſuch perſons are grievouſly, and, it may be tcared, 
fatally miſtaken; for there is much more probability, 

B 2 at 
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at leaſt, that this teſtimony is true, than what they 
thiak for. For, 


1. [t is wery certain that we greatly needed ſuch a teſti- 
muy or revelution from Cod as the Bible is. It is certain, 
i ſay; however conhdently ſome will aſſert that the 
light of natural reaſon alone is ſufhcient to teach men 
„their duty, and to guide them in the way to happi- 
nes. Vere thet true, and could it be made to appear 
lo be true, we would give up the Bible at once; for 
is not to be theught that God would ſend us a Re- 
velation which we had no necd of. But how plainly 
does tie contrary appear to be true? For look into 
any heathen nation, where the light of divine Revelation 
never came, and fee what mere human reaſon did, or 
| has ever dons, to make men wile, and good, and holy, 
to ſhow them their duty, and to prevail with them to 
Prafiiien., What do we: ſce in any of thoſe nations, 
but the moſt ſenſeleſs idolatrics, and moſt immoral 
practices? The Apoſtle gives us the true picture of 
the gentiles, and of the manner of their life, in the 
1 Pet. iv. 3. © They walkcd in laſciviouſneſs, luſts, 
«excels of wine, revellings, banquettings, and abo- 
« minable idolatries,“ and ſo they do ſtill, and fo it 
may reaſonably be exp: acd they always will do, until 
God ſhall plcaſe to ſend his Goſpel among them. 
Now, can we bc ſo vain as to think that our reaſoning 
powers are ſo much better than theirs, that it we had 
been left, as they are, to the mere unaſliited light of 

natura! 
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natural reaſon, we ſhould have ſpelt out our duty and 
our immortal intereſt better than they have done? 
No, no, human nature and human rcaſon arc much 
the ſame all the world over. I doubt not but the 
moſt ſavage nations of hea hens have as good natu- 
ral geniues among them as are to be found in the 
poiiter nations of Chriſtians. What then is it that 
has made the diff rence betwixt us and them? Why 
arc not we practiling the ſame ſenſeleſs idlatries that 
they do? Why arc not we as ſtupidly ignorant of the 
things of God, and the duties of mor lity and religion 
as they are? It is doubtleſs Revelation that has made 
the difference; it is becauſe God has given us the light 
of his glorious Goſpel, which he has not given to 


them; otherwiſe we have no reaſon to think but we. 


ſhould have been as ignorant as they are. It is a com- 
mon ſaying, and a very true one, there is u urguinent 
aguinſi master sf fact: Now the fact is, that there nci- 
ther is, nor ever was, any nation under Heaven on 
which the light of revelation had not ſhin«d, but what 
was, in the general, thus {tupidly ignorant and wick- 
ed. How natural then is the inference ? How fair 
th: concluſion? That if we were not fayoured with 
the light of the Goſpel, we ſhould have becn ſuch as 
thoſe Heathens are. This then, methinks, might be 
enough to convince us, that we needed a revelation 
from Grd, an! that the light of reaſon only is by no 


m ans fi}, nt to guide men in the way of truth, 


duty, and ua, pincls, 


B3 And 
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And further, it ſhould ſeem that men have generally 
been ſenſible of their need of a revelation from Hea- 
ven, from the many pretended revelations which have 
been broached in the world, and the readineſs with 
which they have been received by multitudes of people. 
Whence is it that the Alteran * of Mahomet, for in- 
ſtance, which abounds with ſuch ſenſeleſs rhapſodies 
and idle tales, has been reccived as a divine revelation 
by ſo many nations? Does not that plainly ſhew that 
they are ſenſible of their need of a revelation from 
God, to inſtruct them in their duty, and the way to 
happineſs ; and that the light of their unaſſiſted reaſon 
is not ſufficient for that purpoſe ? and therefore, ra- 
ther than have no revelation, they will take up with ſo 
wretched a torgery ; ſo that, in this matter, we might 
appcal to the common ſenſe of mankind, that we ſtand 
in nced ot a revelation from God. 


Again, another argument to prove our need of ſuch 
a teſtimony, or revelation from God, as the Goſpel is, 


may be, that without it we ſhould have no ſufficient 


encouragement to praCtiſe our duty, even though we 
knew it. Suppolc the light of reaſon ouly could have 


I call it the Alkcran, in compliance with * OR though it 
would be mere proper to ſay, the Koran; for the particle Al, in 
t Arabic language, ſignifies tbe, and Koran is a Reading, or that 
ewhich way bt to be red. But, as ſeveral Engliſh r-aders wou'd 
hardly know what book was meant by that title, I chooſe to give 
it the common title which cuſtum bas made nullar to us. 


ſhowed 
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ſhowed us, in all caſes, what is our duty to do, yet, 
without thoſe motives and encouragements which the 


Goſpel gives, I know not what ſhould move and en- 


courage us to practiſe it. What encouragement could 


| ſinners have to repent, and return to God and their 


duty? What ground of hope of the pardon of their 
ſins, and of future bleſſedneſs? Surely none that was 
ſufficient, none that would be cffeQual to move them 
to religion. Here I might eaſily ſhow you the inſut- 
ficiency of the light of nature, and conſequently the 
neceſſity of a revelation from God, in a great many 
particulars ; but it may be ſufficient to inſtance in theſe 
two, firft, A revelation from God was neceſſary to give 
us any reaſonable hope of the pardon of our fins. And, 


ſecondly, To give us any well-grounded hope of a fu- 


ture ſtate of bleſſedneſs. "Theſe are two of the moſt 
animating principles of all religion and virtue, and for 


both we are plainly beholden to revelaticn. 


Firſt, A new and ſuper-natural revelatimm from God 
was neceſſary to give ſinners any reaſonable hope of the 
pardon of their fins ; and without that there could be no 
religion in the world; no encourageme 1t to repent 
and to do any duty at all: but the ſinners of this world, 


if they were not abſolutely ſtupid and thoughtleſs about 


their ſouls and cternity, would ſink into def pair, as the 
damned in hell do. Our own conſciences will tell us 
that we are ſinners; that we have broken our Maker's 
law; that we have moſt ungratefully and ſhametully 

/ alienated 
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alicnated our hearts from lis love, and our lives from 
his fcar, that we have welk<d contrary to God; and 
therefore, as he is a juſt and holy God, or own reaſon 
will alfo tell us that he mult nceds be highly dilpl.atcd 
with us. That we have been linners againſt Cod, is 
a truth two plain and certain to be contradicted : even 
the Heathens rvniverſally acknowledged it, and few, if 
auy men in their ſ ber {1.f-5s, have had the iront 0 
deny it. But how fall we know whether God i: diſ- 
poled io paid n cur fins, and to become reconci!.d 
unto us! What encouragement ſhall we have to rep-1it. 
of our fins, and to return to our. duty to him? Will 
natural reaſon tell us this? Could we know it witi.out 
a revelation from Heaven? I dv not ſee that we poſ- 
ſibly could: for if we could obtain a certainty of par— 
don without a revelation, we mult either gather it trom 
the eſſential goodneſs of God, or from the vitible effects 
of his gco.incſs and bounty to us; but I do not fee 
how we couid gather it from cither or them. As for 
the eſſential goodneſs of God, we know, our reaſon 


will tcl] us, that juſtice is as eſſential to his nature as 
goodneſs; and what reaſon will inform us that God 


will raiſe the honour of his goodnels on the ruins GE 
his juitice? or that he will glority one of his attributes 


at the cxpence, and to the diſh:avur of another of 


them? VW.rcaſon tell us, that it we arc forry for eur 
ſins, and rcpcut, fo good a Being as Gull is, will Quubte 
leſs forgive us? but does repentatice ſatiefy humen 
Governments? Do tic not often purii criminals ne- 
Withaanding 


% 
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withſtanding they repent ? And dnes not the honour of 
the Law and Government require that it ſhould be fo? 
And may not the righteous Governor of the World do 
fo too? Forgivencſs is to be ſure ith» fea of God's 
goodneſs ; but What then, does it Row from the neceſ- 
ſity of his nature, or lrom his free will? Muſt cer- 
tainly to forgive ſin is an act of his will and grace? 
Has not God a right and a power to puniſh his rebel- 
lious creatures? Certainly he has: and how can reaſon 
only tell us that he will ever depart from that right ? 


Again, can reaſon tell us whit ſins God will par- 
don, whether all, or only e and how often he will 
repeat his pardon, in caſe we relapſe into ſin, and re- 


peat our tranſgreſlions, Which is the caſe with men 


continually ? Or will it tell us on what terms God will 
forgive us, if he will forgive us at all? I can find no 
ſatisfactory anſwers, from the dictates of reaſon only, 
to any of theſe enquiries. It is certain the Heathcns, 
who had not the light of revelation among them, were 
greatly at 2 Io{s concerning all theſe matters. Who 


« can tell it God will turn and repent, and turn away 


from his anger that we periſh not?“ ſaid the Hea- 


then King af Ninevch, Jonah iii. 9. That was the 
fartheſt thai reaſon could go in this matter. Who can 
tell whether (God will be prevailed upon to pardon our 
ſins or not? P rhaps he will, but perhaps he will not; 
a poor encorragement this to repentance. 


We cannot 
then infer, with any certainty, that God will pardon 


{in 
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fin from the goodnefs of his natwre; becanſe he 18 f 
as well as gd: neither can we inter it, with ary more 
certainty, from the vibe cf. of hir woodnels which 
we ſce in the world arc ms, anche hic we ourſelves 
experience in oitor muliers. Vo rluinty poreeives 
indeed, and we je, thut Cot i i. 4 and cond; for 
he load: us daily with bis beaches, he gives, rain and 
fruitful ſcaſons, and many other belles in this 
world : but do we not ſomctimes iec!, to our colt, that 
he is a juſt Cid too? or wiknnce une ail our calami- 
tics and afflictions? lad it rot been for fin we had 
known no ſorrow. Aliciem cometh not out of 
« the duſt, nor trouble out of the ground *;” none of 
theſe things befal us without ti ay poinment of God. 
Mult net then our afiliciions be conſidered as manittit 
tokens of the richichus judgment of God upon us for 
our ſins againſt him? However, does not God inflict 
viſible puniſhment on /me ſinners in this world for 
their ſins? And can reaſon aſſure us that he will not 
do the fame to ddl finners in the worid to come? and 
though he deters our deſerved puniſhment for a time, 
how are we ſure that he will never inflict it? A con- 
demned criminal is obliged to his prince for a reprieve; 
but he cannot infer from it that he ſhall certainly be 
pardoned: and cfpecially if, after the reprieve, the 


ungrateful wretch commits new crimes againit his 


prince, (as man, ungrateful man, does againſt God,) 


a Job F. 6. 


2 reprieve 
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a reprieve for a time would be but a feeble ground to 
build his aſſurance of pardon upon. And no better 
ground is that on M h'ich ſinners againſt God are apt to 
build their hope cf his pardon ; nam ly, becauſe he 
does not exccute judgment vpon enn fpeciily, but 
Iuffers them ſtill to enjoy the bountics of his provi- 


- dence. So that the fartheit reafon alone can carry us 


in our hopes of pardon trom G«d, is only thus far, 
who can tell? it may be God will pardon us, and it 
may be he will not. hi cau le but Coll mry repent, 
and turn away his anger, that we feht? But is it 
not altogether as reaſonable to ſay, on the other hand, 
Who can tell but that God will , turn and :epent, 
nor turn away his anger from us, and hen ve muſt 
periſh everlaſtingly? Blefl:d be Gd for his Gofpel, 
for that revelation of his wind, and will, and grace, 
Which clears up all theſe difticultic , which ailur-'s us 
that © there is forgiveneſs with him“, and which 
ſhows us the way in which we may obtain it. And 
now do not you »lainly fee that a revelation from God 
was highly neceſſary 101 this purpoſe ? Moſt certainly 
it was. Man could have had no ſuſfcicn! motive nor 
encouragement to repentance and religion without it. 


If it ſhould be objected here that the THeathens, who 
had no ſuch revelacion of ihe g, ace of God, yet did not 
Guſpair of his mercy ; but many or them had very con- 


* Plal. xxx. 4. 


fdert 
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fident hopes of pardon and of happineſs in a future 
ſtate. I anſwer, that as to the wiſer and more know- 
ing part of them, it is not true that they were very 
confident ; but very far otherwiſe, we hear them, in 
their writings which are come down to our times, 
freely acknowledging their great urftertainty about 
theſe matters; and I am much inclined to think that 
what hopes they had were originally derived trom reve- 
lation. They were all the poſterity of Adam and of 
Noah, to whom God gave a revelation of his grace; 
and ſo much of that revelation was continued by tra- 
dition, in all their tribes and nations, as to give them 
ſome hope that God was inclincd to pardon and forgive 
fnners. 


The r inſtance which I mentioned of the inſuf- 
ficiency of the light of natural reaſon only to make 
men wiſe unto ſalvation, is, 


Secondly, Concerning à fiate of future bleſſedneſs. You 
cannot but be ſenſible that it is a matter of mighty im- 
portance, in order to animate and encourage men to 
the practice of all duty towards God or man, that they 
ſhould be well perſuaded and ſatisfied of a future ſtate ; 
that there is a reward for the rightcous ; and that our 
labour ſhall not be in vain. When Aſaph once doubted 
of a future ſtate, it quite diſpirited and diſcouraged 
him from all duty and goodneſs. “ Verily, ' ſays he, 

„ have cleanſcd my heart in vain, and waſhed my 


: c hands 
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hands in innocency.” Pſal. Ixxiii. 13. Take away 
the doctrine of future rewards, and you cut the nerves 
of all piety and virtue. © He that cometh to God 
4 muſt believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
« all them that diligently ſeek him.“ Heb. xi. 6. But 
now we not only believe, but we En:wv, or we plainly 
ſee with our own eyes, that good and holy men are not 
rewarded by the bounties of Providence in this life and 
world, more than the moſt vile and profiigate ; but 
« all things here come alike to all, end there is one 
© event to the righteous and the wicked*.” Woll, 
but ſince there is no proper reward to the righteous in 
this world, may we expect it in another? What can 
reaſon tell us? Why, perhaps we may; that is the 
moſt it can ſay to this matter. Who can tell but God 
may pardon our ſins, and exempt us from ſuture pu- 
niſhment ? But will he alſo receive us into his favour, 
and make us happy for ever? That is a f:rther doubt, 
which reaſon alone can never fatisfy. It would be te- 
dious, and almoſt endleſs, to recite all the ſcveral paſ- 
ſages which might be collected from ihe wiſeſt of 
the Heathen Writers, in which they expre's their doubt 
and uncertainty as to this matter 1, © Who knows but 
« death may prove to a man the greateſt good,“ ſaid 
one of their moſt celebrated moraliits, Plato ; and that 


® Fccleſ. ix. 2, 3. 

+ The Reader ma; {ee a judicious Collection of paſſages to this 
purpoſe, from the beſt of the ancient Heathen Writers, in Mr. 
Nathaniel Taylor's Preiervative againſt Deiting, Chap. II. 

» was 
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was the moſt that any of them could ſay. What a 
feeble ground of hope, what a poor encouragement to 
gondneſs was this? And yet this was all that their rea- 
fon could diſcover to tkem about a future ſtate. Moſt 
certainly then we may conclude, that it God did really 
intend mercy and ſalvation for any of the {inners of 
this world, he would let them know, by a revelation 
from himſelf, that he is inclined to pardon their fins, 
and to receive them into his favour, and to make them 
happy in his preſence for ever. There was plainly an 
abſolute neceſſity of a new revelation, after men had 
turned ſinners and rebels againſt God, in order to their 
recovery to holineſs and happin<ſs; and in order to 
excite, to animate and encourage them to all the du- 
ties of morality and religion; and therefore upon this 
one ſuppoſition, that God had a mercitul deſign to- 
wards any of the fallen human race, a new revelation 
might molt reaſonably be expected from him; for we 
do not ſce how his mercitul deſign could have been 
anſwered without it. This therefore affords one very 
probable argument that there is ſuch a revelation of 
the mind and will of God, which he has given unto 
men. 


And now the queſtion is, where this revelation, or 
teſtimony from God, is to be found and met with? 
We fay i: is in our Bible, the Mahomcetans ſay it is in 
their Alkoran, and there are nations of heathens who 


have what they pretend to be a revclation from Hea- 


VEN 


0 
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ven among them Let us now enquire which of all 
theſe bids faireſt to be the true teſtimony of God. This 


brings me to a ſecond remark, on the fide of the Serip- 
ture Revelation, namely, 


II. That it is every way wrthy of Cad. Since a revela-- 
tion from God was neceilary, and might reaſonably be 
expected, we may fairly conclude that ſuch a revelation 
is in the world; and it is an argument of ſtrong pro- 
bability, in favour of our Bible, that it is every way 
worthy of God: it is ſuch a revelation as we might 
expect that God would make, if he were pleaſed to 
make any at all; for it directly relieves us in all thoſe 
diſficulties which we ſo much wanted to be informed 


. and ſatished about. It aſſures us that there is forgive- 
C neſs with God for ſinners in this world, and it direQs 
A us to a certain way and method of obtaining it. It 
© ſhows us how God has molt wiſely and graciouſly 
A contrived a way for reconciling and uniting the inte- 
V reſt and honour of his goodneſs and juſtice; fo that he 
of can now pardon ſinners and receive them to his mercy, 
* and yet aſſert and vindicate the honour of his juſtice 
and his law; and that was by « ſetting forth his own 
Son to be a propitiation for our fins, lay ing our ini- 
* * quities upon him,” and inflicting upon him a pu- 
h? niſhment which was equal to what our ſins had de- 
9 ſerved. So the Bible tells us, that “ the Lord hath 
10 laid upon him the iniquity of us all“, that “ the 
0 Iſoiah liti. 6. 
oY 8 C 2 Son 


* 
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« Sun of God was male fin for us“, “ ſuffered the 
« juſt for the unjuſt #;” that “ he was wounded for 
« our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities, the 
« chaltiſemcnt of our peace was upon him, and with 
« his {iripes we are healedf.” It directs us to faith 
in Chriſt, as ihe way of obtaining the pardon of our 
Uns and r:conciliation with God; and 1t aſſures us that 
whoſyever believes on Chriſt ſhall be pardoned and 
faved. Now ihis is the very thing which we ſo much 
waned to be informed of, the grand enquiry which 
ſome er the more thoughtful hcachens were ſo anxious 
about, but in which they were ncver able to obtain 
any farifattion, 4 Wherewith ſhaii I come before 
« the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high God? 
« Shall] come before hita with birnt offerings, with 
« calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with 
« thoulnds of rams, or with ren thouſands of rivers of 
„oil? Shall T give my trſt-born for.my tranſgreſſion, 
« the fruit of my body for the fin of my ſoul ?”” So 
Batak, a heathen prince, under a pang-of conviction 
of ſin, inquired about forgiveneſs, Micah vi. 6, 7. 
Will God forgive me at any rate? If he will, what 
mult Ido to obtain forgiveneſs from him? His prophet 
Palaum was not able to reſolve him: he could direct 
him to nothing more, nor further, than to“ do juſ- 
« tice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his 
« God,” verſe 8. But alas! this makes no atonement 


2 Cor. v. 21. + 3 Pet. ut. 18. { Itniab Nitt, 5. 


for 
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for ſins paſt; and therefore it muſt leave it utterly un- 
certain whether God will pardon or no. It is the Goſ- 
pel, and that only, that tells us wherewith we may 
come before the Lord, and find mercy and acceptance 
with him. That tells us of an atonement which has 
been already made for our fins, and which God will 
accept in bchalf of all thoſe who believe in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. This is that wherewith we are to come 
before the Lord, upon which we are to truſt, and 
which we have to plead with him; and then we are 
promiſed and aſſured that we ſhall find mercy. 


Again, the Bible reveals to us a future ſtate, both 
of happineſs and of miſery; of happineſs to the good, 
of miſery io the wicked; and both are as plainly de- 
ſcribed as our weak capacities can at preſcnt take in. 


The laws and rules of duty which the Bible contains 
are all worthy of God, as they are all agreeable to 
the perfections of his nature. They are rules of pu- 
rity, ſuitable io the holineſs of God; they are rules of 
righteouſneſs, agrecable to his juſtice ; they are laws 
of kindneſs ſuitable to his goodneſs. How often, and 
how carneſtly, is univerſal love and benevolence recom- 
mended and preſſed in the Bible? Love is there made 
the very ſum and ſubſtance of all our duty ; it is ſaid 
to be the fulfilling of the Law. How worthy then is this 
law ol that God whoſe nature is love? 


C 3 Again 7 
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Again, the dectrines F the Bible are every way wor- 
thy of God. They no way contradict, but very much 
improve and heighten our rational ideas of his nature 
and perfections: they clearly ſhew us how the honour 
of the divine juſtice and holineſs are fully ſecured, 
while ſinners are pardoned and received to his mercy; 
and how the ſeemingly oppoſite claims of the ſeveral 
attributes of God are all reconciled in our redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt. In ſhort, if we compare both the 
precepts and doctrines of the Bible, with all the no- 
tions of God which reaſon can give us, ſure we muſt 
own that it looks very like a tranſcript of the divine 
mind, for it is every way worthy of God. It is juſt 
ſuch a revelation as we wanted, and ſuch as might rea- 
ſonably be expected that God would give to men. It 
is highly probadle therefore, to ſay no more at preſent, 
that this is indced a revelation from God. 


III. I would obſerve, and I will boldly venture to 
ſay farther, that Here is ns other book, or no other ſyſlem 
of religion in the wirld, that pretends to be a revelation 

ram Cd, which is worthy of him, and therefore none to 
be compared with our Bible. As for the old Pagan 
ſyſtems of religion, we are ſure they could not come 
trom the only living and true God, becauſe they en- 
joined men to worſhip many falſe Gods. They could 
not come from a holy God, becauſe they recommended 
vice and immorality; as drunkenneſs at the feſtivals of 
Bacchus, one of their gods, and lewdnefs at the feſ- 
2 tivals 
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tivals of Venus, one of their goddeſſes. The moral 
rules of one Zoroaſter, who taught the ancient Per- 
ſians their religion, are ſaid to be the pureſt of any 
of the Pagan ſyſtems ; but yet his ſyſtem was ſuffi- 
ciently diſgraced from the honour of being a divine 
revelation, by its allowing of mceft, of the grofſeſt 
kind. The only book now extant, which pretends to 
be a competitor with our Bible, that is worth men- 
tioning, is the Alkoran, or Bible of the Mahometans, 
which Mahomet pretended to have received by imme- 
diate revelation from God : but if you compare this 
book with our Bible, it will be eaſy to ſee which is 
moſt worthy of God, and which is moſt likely to come 
from him. It is allowed there are in the Alkoran ſome 
fine ſentences, and ſome good moral rules and precepts, 
here and there interſperſed ; but by far the greateſt part 
of it is ſuch incoherent jargon, ſuch tedious repetitions 
of the ſame things, and ſuch nonſenſical rhapſodies, as 
that no reaſonable man, who is not blinded by preju- 
dice, can think that it came from God. Beſides, there 
are many flat contradictions in it ; ſome laws delivered, 


and afterwards contradicted again. The greateſt part 


of the future happineſs it promiſes is quite ridiculous, 
as, conſiſting of ſenſual pleaſures, and thoſe of the 
groſſeſt kind. As to the laws and rules of morality 
which this book contains, though they may be gene- 
rally pretty ſtrict and good, yet there is one exception, 
which is enough to diſcredit the Whole, as to its pre- 
tence of coming from God, which is, that the Alkoran 

allows 
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allows of polygamy : it permits each man to have four 


wives at once, which we are ſure is againſt the Law 


of Nature, and therefore it could not come from the 
God of Nature; ſince he has made no ſuch proviſion 
in nature as four wives for each man, nor any thing 


like it; for there are no more females born than males, 


nor indeed quite ſo many *; therefore polygamy is evi- 
dently againſt the Law of Nature; and therefore, I 
ſay, the Alkoran, which allows it, cannot be a reve- 
lation from the God of Nature. And indeed, the au- 
thor of this book ſeems to have been ſenſible that it 
would not bear a ſtrict enquiry into its truth and au- 


thority ; and therefore he forbade his diſciples ever to 
doubt of it, or diſpute about it. This method looks: 


very ſuſpicious ; this is not like our Bible, which ex- 
horts us „ to prove all things, that we may hold faſt 
c that which is good.” 1 Theſſ. v. 21. And it com- 
mends the Bereans for their diligently ſearching into 
the evidence of that revelation which was brought thcm 
by an Apoſtle of Chriſt, Acts xvii. 11. And now, can 


* This is an obſervation that has long been made, and any ore 


may ſatisfy himſelf of the truth of it by the weekly and vearly bills 


of births and burials which are publiſhed in London; for by them 
it appears that there are conſtantly more males born than females by 
one in about fourteen ; which is a wonderful inftance and evidence 
of the care of Providence, in preſerving the due proportion of the 
two ſexes to each other, by this ſurplus of males to balance the 
wake of that ſex above the other, by ſeas and wars, and ſome other 
untimely deaths, which ſeveral dangerous trades expoſc the men to. 
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it be any matter of doubt with us which of theſe two, 
the Bible or the Alkoran, is the true teſtimony of God? 
Upon the whole then, it appears, that as our Bible 1s 
every way worthy of God, and is ſuch a revelation as 
we might reaſonably expect from kim, fo there is no 
other book, or ſyſtem of religion in the world, which 
is worthy of God, or can be ſuppoſed to come __ 
him. I now add once more, 


IV. That none but Cod ine can reajerally be ſup- 
poſed is be the authr of cur Bille, 17 it is not the word 
of God, whoſe is it, and what is it? Why, it muſt 
then be all a forgery ; and a very wicked fr:gery, to 
be ſure, it would be, for any man or men to write a 
book of their own heads, and to father it upon Cod, 
and tell the world they reccived it by reveiation from 
him. New what ſort of men will you ſuppoſe theſe 
writers of the Bible to be, it they were not inſpired by 
the ſpiiii of God? "They muſt be either good men, or 
bad men. To ſuppoſe that any good and honeſt man 
would be guiſty of ſuch a wicked forgery, is contradic- 
tion and nonſenſe ; that could never be. A good and 
honeſt man, we are ſure, would not ſay that he had re- 
ccived a revelation from God, When he knew he had not. 
We are very ſure therefore, that it the Bible was not the 
teſtimony of God, it was not written by good men. 
Shall we ſuppoſe then that it was written by bad and 
wicked men? But read the Bible, ſearch the Scriptures, 
and then judge whether that be at all probable. Would 

wicked 
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wicked men have written againſt all manner of ſin, 
and laid down ſuch pure and excellent rules of holineſs 
as the Bible docs? What wicked man would have put 
ſuch ſentences as theſe into a book of his writing? 
„The Lord hateth all workers of iniquity * ; the co- 
„ vetous whom the Lord abhorreth+; there is no peace 
« ſaith my God to the wicked . Whoremongers, 
_«« adulterers, drunkards, and liars, ſhall have no part 
&« in the kingdom of God and of Chriit|,”” and a great 
deal more to the ſame purpoſe. What wicked man 
would have preſcribed ſuch excellent holy rules as 
theſe? © Whatſoever you would that men ſhould do 
« unto you, do you alſo ſo to themF. Avenge not 
« yourſclves, neither give place unto wrath **, Ren- 
« der not evil for evil, nor railing for railing, but 
« contrariwiſe bleſſing tf. Give diligence to cleanſe 
« yourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 
« perfecting holineſs in the fear of God $$, for with- 
« out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lordi. Now can 
you think that any wicked man would ever have writ- 


ten ſuch things as theſe? Is it at all probable that a, . 
company of wicked men would have conſpired thus ta 


expoſe themſelves, and to render themſclves and their 
own character odious? Peiides, what view could any 
wicked deſigning men have in making ſuch a forgery, 


® Plal.v. 5. + Pſal. x. 3. 
{ x Cor. vi. 9, 10, Rev. xxi. 8. 
Rom. xii. 19. 4+ 1 Pet. iii. 9. 
i} Heb. xii. 14. 


1 Iſiah xlriii. 22. 
§ Matt. vii. 12. 
11 2 Cor. vii. 2. 
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and palming it upon the world for a divine revelation ? 
For what plan is there in all the Bible of advancing 
men's ſecular intereſt? What ſcheme of worldly power 
can be found there? Thoſe who endeavour to ground 
worldly power on the doctrine of Chriſt, as the Papiſts 
do, alledge the authority of Fathers and Ceuncils to 
ſupport their claim ; for they well know that nothing 
of that ſort is to be found in the Scriptures. Upon 
the whole then, it is utterly improbable that the Bible 
was a contrivance and forgery of wicked men: and if 
neither good men nor wicked men were the proper 
authors of it, it muſt ſurcly come from God. And 
we may conclude, that in compoſing the Scriptures 


 boly men of old ſpoke, and wrote as they were moved by the 
at | Js Ghote. 


ſe | 

it, | Here let us ſtop, and recollet how far we are ad- 
h- * yanced in the argument to prove that the Scriptures 
an are the true Teſtimony, or Word of God. We have 
rit- ; proved that ſome revelation from God was neceſſary 
$. 6 for man, in his preſent ſtate, as a guilty, finful, and 
8 0 


» Ignorant creature; and ſuch all men certainly are. 
heir © Therefore, upon the ſuppoſition, which none of us are 
any þ| backward to make, that God had a merciful delign to- 
TY» wards any of the tallen human race, a revelation from 
him might reaſonably be expected. We have ſhewn 
you that our Bible is every way worthy of God; and 
HR that no other book in the world, that pretends to be a 


Tex: lation from God, has any thing like ſo good a 
and 
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claim to that honour as our Bible has. We have 
ſhown that it could not be the contrivance and forgery ; 
either of good or of bad men; and therefore, in all 
probability, it mult be the teſtimony of God. : 


Suppoſe we were to reſt the matter here, and that | 
we had not ſuch ſtrong poſitive evidence of the truth 
of the Scriptures, as I hope to ſhew in the next diſ- 
courſe that we have; but it was only highly probable 
they are the true word of God. They may be true, 
and it is very probable they are true: ſuppoſe this was U 
all we had to ſay for the Scripturcs, what then?“ 
Should any of us do wiſely and prudently to deſpiſe} 
and reject them? Or would it not rather be our wil- 
dom to follow the rule of theſe Scriptures, and endea- 
vour to have our hearts and lives conformed to them. 
J remember a little ſtory in a celebrated Author: © A 
« lewd young fellow ſecing an aged hermit go by him: 
« barefoot, Father, ſays he, you are in a very miſera- 
« ble condition, if there is not another world: True, 
«« ſon, ſays the hermit, but what is your condition it. 
there is“. Suppoſe there is ſuch another world a! 
the Scripture tells us of a Heaven and a Hell, endleſ 
happineſs and glory for the good, and cndleſs miſern 
and torment for the wicked; only ſuppoſe this ſhoul 
be all true, as moſt probably it is true, what a deſpe. 
rate riſk does the ungodly ſinner run? Was the Bib, 
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zul a forgery, ſtill the good man, the Chritian, runs 
no ri{k at all: let that be how it will, he is ſate; and 
his Bible affords him a thouſand ſupports au com- 
forts. and pleaſing hopes, to ſwecten the preſont life 
as it goes on. But ſuppoſe this Pible ſſiauld prove to be 
the true teſtimony of God, as I make no doubt but it is, 
what will become of the profane ſcorner, the wicked 
tranſgreſſor of the law of God, the deſpiſer of Chi iſt 
and his Goſpel? The Bible ſays, „The wicked thall 
be turned into hell, with all thoſe that forget Gd,“ 
* that he who bclieveth the Goſpel ſhall be ſaved, but 
{© he that believeth not ſhall be damncd?,” „ hall be 
<« puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the pre— 
* ience of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
powcr,.” Certainly, in a matter of ſuch importance, 
the fafe way is the wiſeſt way. © The fear of the 
Lord that is wiſdom, and to depart frem evil is un- 
« derſtandingh.” Surcly there was great reaſon tor 
the Plalmilt to fay, “ Have all the workers of iniquity 
no knowledge?“ Ars they fools, or are they mad 
mon, to run ſich a defpcrate riſk of eternal damna— 
tion? To choolr fo dangerous a road before a ſafe 
one, which is alſo the malt caly and pleaſant. For 
„ Wiſdom's ways are was of pleatantueſs, and all 


“her paths are peace**.”” „ But the way of tranſ- 
« greflors is hardtt,” and drcadiul will the end of ut be. 


15. + NIark x16. 12 Theſl. i. 9. 
Job zii. a8. Pfal. xv. 4. ge. ii, 7. 
++ Fe. ni 5 


I) But 
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But the extreme folly of theſe ſinners will appear in a 
ſtill ſtronger light, When we come to conſider the ccr- 
tain evidence and proof we have that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are the true teſtimony and revelation of God; 
which is to be the ſubject of the next Diſcourſe. 


THE END OF THE FIRST DISCOUREE. 


SERMON 


Joux xxi. 24. 


And wwe know that his Teſtimony 15 true. 


T. John, who wrote this hiſtery of the life, and 
death, and reſurrection of Chriſt, wrote net upon 
hearſay, but upon his own certain knowledge ; and 
therefore he was perfectly ſure that what he had teſti- 
fed was true. But how ſhall we be affured that it i; 
true? That is the queſtion which I have propoſed to 
handle from this text. In diſcourſing on which I pro- 
poſed, not to confine myſelf merely to St. John's teſti- 
mony, and to thoſe matters only which he hath re- 
corded in this hiſtory of Chriſt ; but to take in alſo 
the teſtimony of the other Apoſtles and ſacred writers, 
concerning all things which are contained in the Holy 
Scriptures. Here it was propoſed to conſider, 


D 2 Firfſt, 


| 
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Ti, The probability of the truth of this teſtimony, 
or of the ſcripture-revelation z and, ſecondly, the cer- 3 
tainty of it. 


It has been ſhown in the former diſcourſe, that it 
is, at Icaſt, highly probable that the Scriptures are 
true; or that they are 2 revelation ſent us by the God 
of truth, as becauſe a revelation from God was 
ncceilary for men in their preſent fallen ſtate; and 
therefore it might reaſonably be expected from him, 
becauſe the Bible is every way worthy of God; 
and therctore it bids fair to be a revelation from him, 


— boccavie 29 orner von zn fue 2219; that pretends 
to be a revclation from God, has any thing like fo 
good a claim to that honour as the Bible has, and 
becauſe ncither good men nor bad men can reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed to be the proper authors of the Bible; 
therefore, in all probability, it is the teſtimony of God 
himſelf, and thoſe L ε men, who wrote the Scriptures, 
torote as they were moved by the Holy Get. I proceed 


now, 


Secondly, To ſhow the certainty of this teſtimony; or to 
offer Tome more certain and concluſive arguments ſor 
the truth of the Holy Scriptures. It is not only highly 
probable, but it is very certain that this teftimony is true ; 
for we have the moſt ſubſtantial evidences that we could 
expect, or even deſire, in ſuch a caſe, to prove to us, 

that 
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that the Bible is indeed the word of God, a revelation 
which he hath ſent us. Here I will begin, 


Firſt, With the character and conditions of the writers 
of this teſtimany, who ſolemnly declared that they wrote 
it by the inſpiration of God. Now the queſtion is, 
whether they are to be believed in what they teſtify? Tt 
was ſhown in the laſt Diſcourſe that it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that any gerd men would be guilty of ſo wicked a 
forgery, as to father their own conceptions and writings 
upon God, and to ſay, that they reccived what they 
wrote from God, when they knew they did not: and it 
is as improbable, and indeed impoſlible, that the Bible 
could be the contrivance of any bad men; for had wick- 
ed men framed a book to impoſe upon the world, un- 
der the notion of a revelation from God, we are mo- 
rally ſure they would have made it morc favourable to 
their corrupt inclinations and luſts; and, we may be 
very ſure, they would not have ſacrificed their worldly 
intereſt, and their very lives to this their teſtimony, as 
it is certain ſeveral of the writers of the Bible did, if 
they had known it to be a forgery. The only poſſible 
{uppoſition then that can be made, in caſe the Bible is 
not a revelation from God, is, that the ſeveral writers 
of it were Enthuſiaſts, men of a diſtempered brain, who 
fancied they were inſpired when they were not. Such 
perſons there doubtleſs have been, whoſe heads were 
turned, and who fancied themſelves to be inſpired, and 
that they had a revelation from God, when there was 

D3 


nothing 


— — —ꝛ———— 
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nothing more in it than their own crazy imagination. 
Now «an we ſuſpect that this might be the caſe with 
tie wruers of the Bible? Can we ſee any reaſon to 
ſurmiſe that they were ſuch deluded Enthufiaſts? Or 
have we not the beſt evidence in the world that they 
were ſober, cool-headed men, who knew what they 


ſaid, and were certain of what they wrote? For this 
I may appeal, 


1. To their manner of writing, and to the ſulljects which 
they wrote upon. For thoſe ſacred writers did not only 
deliver doctrines from God, and foretel things to come, 
but they alſo related, and have recorded ſeveral facts 
and matters of hiſtory, which, at the time when they 


wrote them, could eaſily have been diſproved, if they 


had not been true. Such as Moſes's hiſtory bf God's 
delivering the Iſraelites from the bondage of Egypt, 
by a long train of miracles, and of his conducting them 
through the Wilderneſs for forty years, in a very extra- 
ordinary manner. The hiſtory which the Apoſtles 
wrote of the life, miracles, death, and reſurrection of 
Chriſt: and they appeal to many hundreds of living 
witneſſes for the truth of what they related; as the 
Apoſtle Paul does, 1 Cor. xv. 6. where he ſays that 
Chriſt was ſeen alive, ater his death, by above five hun- 
dred brethren at once, the greater part of whom were 
till living at the time when he wrote this. Now this 
was fair and open dcaling, to appeal to hundreds of 
living witneſſes, for the truth of a matter of fact: and 

| docs 
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does this look like enthuſiaſtic deluſion? No certainly, 

Enthuſiaſts, and perſons of a diſtempered brain, are apt 
to deal in whimſical ſpeculations and prophecies, and 
not in relating plain matters of fat, in which they 
might be contradicted by living witneſſes, if what they 
ſay be not true. Again, let me obſerve to you far- 
ther, 


2. That as the ſacred writers appear to be men of a 
ſound mind, and ſober judgment, ſo they alſs afpear to 
be very honeſt and upright men. Witneſs their ſo often 
relating their own faults and failings, and thoſe of 
their deareſt friends. For inſtance, Moſes, whoſe 
writings make ſo conſiderable a part of the Old Teſta- 
ment, how often does he, on one occalion and another, 
ſpeak of his own weakneſſes and miſcarriages, and 
thoſe of his neareſt kindred? as, in the third chapter 
of Exodus, he relates how backward and unwilling he 
was to obey the command of God, when he called him 
to deliver Iſrael. In the latter end oi the fourth chap- 
ter, he has recorded his own ſinful negl.& of God's 
ordinance, in not circumciſing his fon. In Numbers 
XX. he relates the ſtory of his own ſinful paſſion, for 
which Cad was angry with him; and in chapter xii. of 
that book, he has faithtully recorded the ſedition of his 
own brother Aaron, and his ſitter Miriam, for which 
God {mote her with the plague of leproſy. Moſes was 
ſo far from the vanity of moſt other hiſtorians, who 
commonly labour to aggrandize their own nations, that 
a good 


— 
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a good part of his hiſtory is taken up with the account 
of the perverſeneſs, the ſtubborneſs and the idolatries 
of his own people Iſrael. Surely this has very much 
the air of an impartial and true hiſtory, f 


The ſame thing is to be obſcrved of the writers of 
the New Teſtament, the Apoſtles of Chriſt. How 
freely do they publiſh their own faults, their pride, 
their ambition, their emulation, and the like? What a 
ſhametul ſtory do they tell of themſelves! that, a linle 
before the death of Chriſt, © there was a ſtrife among 
them which of them ſhould be accounted the grœateſt“, 
and how. at the time of his laſt ſufferings, one of their 


number betrayed their Lord, another denicd him, and 6 
all the reſt ot them f him and fled t. St. Matthew , 
leaves a cenſure upon his own lite, viz. that he had ; 
been a pin, whic 1 was an office of very bad repute. , 
And ſo does St. Pan], who writes himſelf the chief > 
farmers, and who has recorded it in his writings, once d 
and again, that he had been « blaſphemer :f Chrift, ant " 
en injurious perſecntsr of the Church af Cad. Now theſe | ©* 
are ſuch inſtances of humility and honcſty as were ne- ha 
ver found among impoltors, and writers of forgery. | bo 
They always take care of their own reputation in the wh 
firſt place; whereas it is plain theſe writers have no "I 

Ot h. 


regard to their own reputation, but to the honour of 
= : a to t 
God and Chriſt. Therefore, as Nicodemus ſaid 10 It 


| # Luke xxii. 24. + NMaith. xxvi, 56. 
| Chris, 
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Chriſt, © We know that thou art a tcacher come from 
« God, fur no man can do the miracles thou doit. ex- 
« cept God be with him ®.” So we have good reaſon to 
| Ja, concerning theſe writers of the Bible, we know 
mat no wan could, at leaſt we are ſure that no nian 
| world, have written ſuch chings of their own heads, 
and if they had not been inſtructed what they ſhould 
write by the ſpirit of God. Again, 


3. The perfect harmony and agreemen! of he ſeveral 
las of the Scriptures with one micther, is a very !ubſtan= 
tial evidence that they were nat the fruit of men's run 
Jancies, but that they ture all dictated by ne and the fume 
ſpirit. For ſuppoſe the ſeveral writers of the N y 
Scriptures, from Ma ſes to John, who lived in ſuch re- 
mote ages from one another, had written only weir 
own ſcveral tancies and opinions, it is more than a hun- 
dred to one that they would have often contradicted one 
another; for mens fancics and epinions are as different 
as their faces are, and it may be more ſo. We thould 
then have had one ſett of notions and doctrines in one 
book, another oppoſite ſett ofdodtrines in another 
( whereas the Bible is plainly all of a picce, and ihe ſe- 
veral books of it perfectly harmonize with one an- 


„ wr EC" 


8 other. The doctrines are the fame from the beginning 
© ; 

to the end. The ſame things which were repreiented 
by Hees in the Old Teſtament, are delivercd in plain 


* John iii. 3. 
words 


34 THE SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY 


words in the New Teſtament. There is a wonderful 
harmony and agreement among all the writers of the 
Bible, which affords a good argument to prove that 
they were all inſtructed and inſpired by one and he 
ſame ſpirit. We hardly find two other mens writings 
on the ſame ſubject, without ſome claſhing ard con- 
tradicting one another; whereas in all the vat varicty 
of ſubjects which the Scriptnre treats of, there is no 
ſuch claſhing and contradiQing ; but the ſacred writers 
of both Feſtamonts deliver the ſame dA; ines, and do, 
in effect, ſpeak the ſame things. Now it is not to be | 
conceived, it is not in the kaſt credible, that the mere 
fancies of ſo many different men ſhould tu harmonize | 
with one arother. I remember to have read a few lines 
of one of ou Engliſh Poets, in which this argument is 
beautifully expreſſed. 


Whence but from Heaven ſhould men ur {kill'd in arts, 
In diffe. ent nations horn, in d ffcrent parts, 

Weave ſuch agreeing truths ? or how ? or why? > 
Should 1! conſpire to cheat vs with a be ? 
Unaſk'd their pains, ungrate ul their advice, 
Starving their gains, and martyraom their price, 


DRYDEN, i 


by the ſpirit of God, viz. 


4. That they could le under ub temptation, from ar 
proſpe of worldly advantage, ta impoſe upon others, | 


dent 
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centing that far a revelation ſram Ged which was nit. 
For what could they propoſe by writing a book ſo op- 
* polite to the luſts and natural inclinations of men as the 
* Bible is? and what did they gain by it? What indecd, 
in this world, but reproach, perſecution, poverty and 
death? and all this they contentedly ſubmitted to and 
bore, tor the truth which they had received and li- 
vered from God. Many of them ſealed their teſtimony 
with their blood; which is the ſtrongeſt aſſurance f 
honeſty and ſincerity that men could give in ſuch a caſe. 
Could we ſuppoſe them cunning enough to have con- 
trived the Bible of their own heads, and wrcked enough 
to have written it in the name of God; yet what mo- 
tive could they have ſo to do? Would they take all that 
pains only to ruin themſelves in this world, and to 
damn themſelves in the world to come? We cannot 
ſure ſuppoſe ſuch monſters in nature, as the ſacred 
| writers muſt have been, if the Bible be not the word 
of God. 


| Thus we have made it appear, That the writers 
of the Bible were men of ſound mind and ſober judg- 
ment; that they were honeſt and upright men.— 
| We have obſerved, that the perfect agreement ot the 
nat tlie ſeveral books of the Scriptuze with one another, is 4 
y wrougvery ſubſtantial evidence that they were nut the fruit 
of mens own fancies and opinions, but that they were 
all written under the inſpiration of onc and the ſame 


from ar pirit, —And further, we have obſerved that the ſacred 
Writers 


— 


t hers, 
ventin 


* 
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3 
writers could be under no temptat ion, from any proſpect 
of vwrldly advantage, to impoſe ſuch a forgery upon 
the world, a> the Scriptures muſt nuds be, if they 
are not the word ot God. From ali which there ariſes 


a ſtrong argument in proot ot the d:vine authority of 
the Bible. 


A ſecond argument may be taken from the contents of 
the Bill itjel, or from what it contuins. Here many 
learned men have taken notice ct the very language 
and ityle in which the Scriptures arc written, which 
ſcenis to have ſomething in it more than human, a cer- 
tain majeſty and grandeur, and emphatical propricty 
in the very words and language of the Bible, which 
are\very much ſuperior to all mere human writings 
whatever. But this evidence lics chicily betore thoſe 
who are ſkilled in the orininal tongues, in which the 
Bible was written; for there is no tranſlation that 
comes up near to the beauty of the original; and there- 
fore I will not now inſiſt upon it. 


But the apparent deſign and tendency of the Serip— 
tures affords a very conliderable argument for the truth 
oi them; for they moli evidently tend, throughout, to 
advance the glory ot God, and to promote our confor- 
mity to him. That is the ſum of what the Scripture 
aims at in every page. It diſplays the glory of the ſe- 
veral pert. ions of God, much beyond what the book 
of nature, or any other book in the world, cver did or 

coul 
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could do. The Scripture teaches us to admire, to 


adore and to praiſe God, as well for all the gocd that 
we do, as for all the good that we obtain, or hope for. 
« Who made thee to differ from another, and what haſt 
« thou that thou didſt not receive from God ®, of him, 
and through him, and to him are all things. To kim 
« be glory t. So ſpeaks the Scriptures. And as it 
tends to advance the glory of God, ſo alſo to promote 


our conformity to him, and to recover us from the 


ruins of our fall: to make us hsly as Cd is hls; and 
thereby to fit us for his preſence in Heaven; © o 
% make us mcet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the Saints in Light}. This is, moſt apparcntly, tlie 
deſign and tendency of the Bible from one cd to the 
other. It is a deſign moſt worthy of the holy and 
bleſſed God,. and ſuch, as we cannot but conclude, 
muſt come from him. 


A further argument for the trylth of the Scriptures, 
taken from the contents of thera, may be founded on 


the Scripture prophecies, and the puntiual ſulfilncnt of 


them. What David ſpeaks of the knowledge of God, 
concerning the conception and tormation of his body, 
may be very well applied to his fore-knowledge ef the 
future events of time, as it appears in the Scripture 
prophecies, Pſal. cxxxix. 15, 16. My ſubſtance 
© was not hid from Thee, when I was made in ſccret, 


” x Cor. *. : + Rom. xi. 36. 1 Col. i. 12. 


F „and 
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% and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt parts of the 
« carth ; thine eyes did fee my ſubſtance, yet being 
„ imperſect, and in thy Book all my members were 
« written, which in continuance were faſhioned, when 
« as yet there was none of them.” In like manner it 
plainly appears, from the Bible itſelf, that, (I heever 
«« was the author of that Book, he ſaw the ſubſtance 
„ and frame of the future events of Providence, while 
they were ſecrets to all men; and he wrote them 
« down in his Book, as in time they ſhould come to be 
« faſhioned, while as yet there were none of them.” 
And that could be no other than the omniſcient God. 
We may challenge all other books in the world as God 
challenges the idols of the Heachens in Iſaiah xli. 22, 
23. Let them bring forth and ſhow us what ſhall 
happen: ſhew the things that are to come hereafter, 
« that we may know that ye are Gods.” Now this is 
what the Scripture has done, in abundance of caſes ; 
from whence we know that it is the word of God. Tt 
would be much too tedious to mention all the Scripture 
prophecies which have already had their punctual ac- 
compliſhment : 1 will only therefore inſtance in 7s or 


three, and they ſhall be predictions of ſuch future events 


as no human, nor indeed any created wiſdom could 


poſſibly foreſee: events that had no connection with 


natural cauſes, by which they might be gueſſed at be- 
fore-hand ; but ſuch as, to our view of things, were 
merely accidental ; or ſuch of which there was no pro- 
bability at the time when they were foretold ; or ſuch 


as 
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as depended on the free will of man in acting, which 
therefore could be foreſcen and foretold by none bit 
that God who knoucth man's thaushts afar iff. Of this 
ſort is that remarkable prophecy concerning Cyrus; 
and his reſtoring the Jews from their captivity, and re + 
building their temple, Iſaiah xliv. 28. Thus ſaith 
Abe Lord of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd and ſhall per- 
** form all my plcaſure, even ſaying 1% Jeruſalem thou 
« ſhalt be built; and to the Temple thy foundatio:, 
„ ſhall be laid.” Now it is remarkable, that tllis pro- 
phecy was given out long before the captivity of th: 
Jews began, when as yet there was no likelihood of 
any ſuch thing as that thty ſhould be carried into cap- 
tivity, and their temple deſtroyed, and ned to be ra- 
built again. And it is {till more remarkable, that tli- 
prophecy was given out a hundred years, at leait, ion: - 
ſay two hundred years, before Cyrus was burn: © 
therefore, probably, long before his parents were b--r11 , 
and then, who could foretel there woulc. cver be ſuc! 
fuch a man in the world, and that his parents, who 
were at liberty to call him by what name they pleaſed, 
would call him Cyrus; and that he ſhould be fo kind!y 
affeQionate to the Jews, though he was a Heathen, as 


not only to give them free liberty to return to their 


own land, but to encourage and aſſiſt them in building 


their Temple. None could foreſee, none could forete! 


all this, but God himſclf. From hence therefore we 


may ſurely conclude, that the Scripture, in whici all. 


w E 2 this 
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this was forctoid ſo long before it came to paſs, is the 
word of God. 


might inſtance again, in that famous prophecy 
with was delivered by Jacob, concerning Shiloh, or 
the Mcfitah, Gen. xlix. 10. The ſcepter ſhall not 
« doport from Judah, nor the lawgiver from between 
„his fegt, until Shiloh come; and to him ſhall the ga- 
« thering of the people be.” Now at the time when 
this prophecy was delivered there was no manner of 
likelihood that the poſterity of Jacob ſhould ever have a 
icepter among them. However, if ſuch an unlikely 
thing ſhould come to paſs, that any of theſe ſhepherds, 
or melir poſterity ſhould riſe to be kings; there was no 
*({kelthood that the ſcepter ſhould be in the hands of 
judah; for he had three elder brethren, Reuben, 
Simeon, and Levi, who, in all human probability, 
would be preferred before him. When Moſes record- 
cd this prophecy, fome hundreds of years after it was 
firſt given, there was ſtill no likelihood of the ſcepter's 
ever being in the tribe of Judah; for Moſes, who was 
then the ſupreme magiſtrate under God, was of the 
tribe of Levi, Joſhua, his ſucceſſor, was of the tribe of 
Ephraim; and when afterwards God appointed them 2 
king, it was Saul, who was not of the tribe of Judah, 
but of Benjamin; and yet at length, againſt all human 
probability, the tribe of Judah did actually obtain the 
ſ : and the ſcepter did continue in it, in one 
: forn; 
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form of government or another, until Chriſt came“. 
So that you ſee, here was a prophecy of an event, very 
long before it came to paſs, which no human ſagacity 
could poſſibly foreſee. But God, who had appointed 
it, he foreſaw it, and he only could forctel it : there- 


fore the Scripture, in which this prophecy is contain- 
ed, muſt needs be the word of God. 


We will go on now to mention two or three pro- 
phecies of the New Teſtament, which will as infalli- 
bly prove that alſo to be the word of God. As our Sa- 
viour's prediction of the deſtruction of the Temple, 
and the utter ruin of the Jewiſh ſtate and nation, when, 
at the time of his delivering that prophecy, there was 
no appearance, nor human probability, of any ſuch 
thing. His prediction of the wonderful ſpread of the 
Goſpel, after his departure; and the vaſt increaſe of his 
church, which he compares to a grain of muſtard ſeed, 
which grows up, in a few months, to be a large and 
ſpreading tree. Now nothing was more improbable, 
to all human reaſon, than ſuch an increaſe of the 


It is not neceſiary, to the punRual fulfilling of this prophecy, 
that the perſons, in whoſe hands the ſcepter was, ſnould be ali of 
ths tribe of Judah, as indeed they were not; fur the A moncan 
U'rince's, or Maccabees, who were chief Governors upwards of a 
hundred years, were prieſts of the Tribe of Levi: but fil the 
Tribe of Judah was the State, and the Government was in it, until 
Tucca was reduced into the form of a Roman Province, which was 


aſter the birth cf Chriſt, 
E 3 cluurch 
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church of Chriſt, after he, the founder of it, had been 
crucified, as an infamous malefactor: and yet ſo it 
came to paſs, juſt as he had forctold it would be. 
| | Again, the rejection and diſperſion of the Jews are 
| foretold, both in the Old Teſtament and in the New: 
and it is alſo foretold, that in time (the time that God 
has appointed for that great: event) there ſhall be a general 
| converſion of the Jews; they ſhall be again received 
| into the church and favour of God; and all“ Iſrael 
BP „ ſhall be faved*.” Now, though this prophecy is 
| | not yet accompliſhed, yet the ſteps of Providence 
which are leading to it are ſuch, and ſo wonderful, that 
one cannot but believe that it ſhall be accompliſhed in 
the appointed time. I mean, God's preſerving the 
Jews a diſtin&t people, ſeparate from all others, 
though ſcattered abroad into all lands; and that for ſo 
many hundred years together. It is a moſt marvellous 
thing, ſuch as no hiſtory of any other nation or peopla 

| in the world can ſhow the like. 


| Again, the prophecy of the man of fin, which is de- 
izvered by St. Paul. 2 Theil' ii. and which is fo plain- 
ly fulfilled in popery, in every particular of it, amounts, 
1 think, to no leſs than a demonſtration that the Apol- 
t!2 wrote under the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. For 
, am ſure no human wiſdom or ſagacity would have 
cenjeQured that ſuch a monſter as papery ſhould ever 


* Row. Xi. 26 


zule 
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riſe out of chriſtianity*. Now from theſe Scripture 
prophecies, and many more which might be mention- 
ed, there ariſes a more ſubſtantial evidence of the truth 
of the Scriptutes; or that they are indeed the word of 
God. And thus you ſee, in a few inſtances out of 
many, that the Scripture has foretold ſuch things as 


none could poſlibly foreſee, and therefore none could 
foretel, but God. 


Thus we have proved the truth of the Scriptures 
from the character and condition of the writers, —and 
from the contents of the Scriptures themſclves. I ſhall 
add but one proof more, which ariſes, 


Thirdly, from the good effects which the Scriptures 
have produced. Here let us firſt take notice of that 
miraculous teſtimony which God gave to the word of 
his grace, by the wonderful ſucceſs of the Goſpel when 
it was firſt preached; and then we ſhall ſpeak of the 
more ſtated and ordinary effects of it in other ages. 


I. I ſay the truth of the Goſpel was miraculzufly evi- 
denced by the wonderful ſucceſs of it, When it was 


firſt preached by the Apoſtles. Miraculouſiy, I ſay, for 


See Dr. Benſon's Diſſertation on the Man of Sin, at the end of 
tus Paraphraſe on the ſecond cpittle to the Theſſalonians z in which 
it is ſhown, with convincing evidence, that ail the characters of the 
Man of Sin, in that prophecy, do exactly ſuit to fopery : and there- 
ſoꝛe we cannot doubt but that popery was intended by it. 


I look 
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I look upon the ſucceſs of the Apoſtles preaching to be 2 


greater miraclethan any otker whichthey wrought. I am 
ſure that our Saviour gives it the prefercnce to all the 
miracles which he himſelf had wrought, John xiv. 12. 
He faid to his diſciples, “ He that believeth on me, 
the works that I do ſhall he do likewiſe ; and great- 
er works than theſe ſhall he do, becauſe I go to the 


« Father.” Plainly referring to the converſion of ſin- 


ners, by their preaching of his Goſpel, after his aſcen- 
ſion to heaven. Never was there any event of Provi- 
dence, never any work performed among men, in 
which there were ſuch evident traces and tokens of a 
divine power concurring, aiding, and ſucceeding, as in 
the wonderiul ſucceſs of the Apoſtles preaching: here- 
by God did, in a molt ſurpriſing manner, give teſtimo- 
ny to the word of his grace. Let us here ſingle out a 
few inſtances, relating to their preaching and their ſuc- 


ceſs, which manifeſt that the hand of the Lord was with 


them, as, 


1. Cenſider what difficulties thoſe preachers ef the G 
pel had ts enc:unter with, They were ſuch as made 
their ſucceſs exccedingly improbable. For the world 
was generally ſunk into the dregs of idolatry and wick- 
edneſs; and nothing could be more contrary to the cor- 
rupt inclinations of mankind, than the doctrine which 
the Apoſtles preached. It was no fine {tory to plcaſe 
the fleſh, and humour ſenſuality; bui guite the con- 
trary, it taught and it required eden, and mortifica- 


en. 
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tian, and univerſal purity. This doctrine, therefore, 
muſt needs be very unpopular. And further, it would 
be no little prejudice againit it, that the author of this 
doctrine was but a mean and obſcure perſon, and a 
man of a very obnoxious character, Jeſus, the fon of acar- 
penter, who had been accuſed, by his own countrymen, 
of treaſon and blaſphemy, and had heen condemned by 
Pilate, the Roman governor, to ſuffer the moſt painſul 
and ignominious death. Now, to invite men to be- 
come diſciples to this Jeſus, after he was crucified and 
dead, how prepoſterous would it ſeem? to tell men that 
they muſt truſt for eternal life and falvation, on one 
that could not, or however did not, ſave himſelf from 
being put to death, who would not laugh at ſuch a wild 
propoſal? We preach Chriſt crucified unto the Jews 
« a ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs*.” 


Let it be obſerved again, That the doctrine and 
preaching of the Apoſtles were vigoroully oppoſed by 
men of figure, and that they were perſecuted where- 
ever they came. Then was remarkably fulfilled that 
prophecy, Plalm ii. 2. The Kings of the earth ſet 
« themſelves, and the rulers took counſel together 
„ againſt the Lord, and againſt his anointed.” And 
what hope could the Apoſtles have of any ſucceſs of 
their preaching, under all theſe diſadvantages and diſ- 
couragements, when their doctrine was ſo unpopular 
® x Cor. i. 22. 
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in itſelf, and when the whole world, in a manner, ſtood 
againſt them. And further let it be conſidered, 


2. Mat fort of men thoſe firft preachers H te Gabe. 
were. If any enterpriſc ever required men of educa- 
tion and learning, of power and intereſt, to render it 
ſucceſsful, ſurely this did. But were the firſt preach- 
ers of the Goſpel ſuch men? No, far otherwiſe, 
Chriſt commiliioned and ſent forth a few fihermen to 
preach his Goſpel; men of mean rank and condi- 
tion, without credit or intereſt, without the authority 
of power, or the charms of eloquence: theſe were the 
men whom Chriſt ſent forth to preach his Goſpel, and 
to ſet up his kingdom in the world; to confound Ju- 
daiſm and overturn Paganim. © You ſee your calling, 
« brethren,” ſays the Apoſtle, „how that not many 
« wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
ce noble are called,” or rather, it ſhould be rendered, 
« are employed in calling you.“ 1 Cor. i. 26. Theſe 
are the men that are ſent to confute the learned rabbi's 
and the famous philoſophers. Was ever any thing fo 
unlikely, and improbable? The heavenly treaſure is 
placed in eartherr veſſels like Gideon's lamps in earthern 
pitchers, “that the excellency of the power might ap- 
« pear to be of God.” 2 Cor. iv. 7. Let us now ſee, 


3. What ſucceſs they bad. Here we ſee the power of 
God ſhining out very illuſtrious, by which he gave teſ- 


ing 


timony to the word of his grace. For, notwithitand- 
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ing all theſe diſadvantages and diſcouragements, the 
ſucceſs of their preaching was aſtoniſhingly great. 
They made proſelytes and converts to the faith of the 
Goſpel by hundreds and hot ſandt at a ſermon; and 
ſpread their doctrine in a few years over moſt coun- 
tries of the then known world. And the change it 
wrought in the hearts and lives of men was very won- 
derful. It was ſuch indeed as was not poſlible for any 
power but that of God to effect. Wherever the Goſ- 
pel came, it transformed Pagans into Chriflians. They 
renounced the religion of their anceſtors, in which they 
had been educated; and “ turned from their idols to 


LI « ſerve the living and true God*. All the power of 
. human learning and cloquence, could not ſtand againſt 
?” | the porrer of the preaching of theſe poor fiſhermen ; and 
* notwithſtanding the mighty oppoſition that was then 
n 


_ made to the Goſpel, in every country where thoſe 
ſe preachers came, yet it ſpread through the world with 
7 mazing ſwiftneſs. Tertullian, who lived in the next 


_ ge after Chriſt, has theſe words in his apology, which 
8 7 addreſſes to the heathen magiſtrates, * If,” ſays he, 
e 1 


we were enemies to your ſtate, you might well ſeek 
new Citics and countries to govern; for you would 
have more enemies than friends in your empire. We 
have filled your towns, your citics, your provinces, 
your caſtles, your camps, and your courts; only we 
have left your idol temples to yourſclves; all other 


® 1 Thefſ. i. 9. 


e placcs 
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« places are full of chriſtians.” Thus was the Vile 
flock of Chriſt encreaſed in a few years; / mightily 
grew the ward of God and prevailed. Now we muſt 
ſurely be blind, if we don't ſee there was ſomething 
more than human in all this. And thus was the truth 
of the Goſpel atteſted from Heaven, by the miraculous 
ſucceſs of the firſt preachers of it. And if the Goſpel 
be true, the whole Scriptures are the true word of 
God: for Chriſt “came not to deſtroy the Law or the 
Prophets, but to fulfil them * ;* and the new Teſ- 
« tament gives teflimony to the Old, that “ all Scrip- 
ture was given by inſpiration ol Godt” and © that 
holy men of old ſpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt 1.“ 


Thus you ſee the miraculous ſucceſs of the firſt 
preachers of the Goſpel gives a ſtrong evidence to the 
truth of it, and of the whole Scriptures. Let us alſo, 


IT. A little attend 7 the more flated and ordinary ef- 
fets of the ward of Gad, which are common to all ages. It | 
is moſt commonly by means of this word that ſinners] , 
are converted, that dead ſouls are revived and raiſed to) , 
newneſs of life. So it was in ancient times. Off 4 
« his own will begat he us with the word of truth.“ ]“ 4 
James i. 18. And ſo it is ſtill. Faith cometh by} <« 


* Matt. v. 117. + 2 Tim. il. 16. f 2 Pet. i. 21. 


hearing 


2 
Fs 
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« hearing: and hearing by the word of God“. It is 
alſo by this word, that the ſouls of good people are edi- 
fied and comforted, that the divine life of grace is ad- 
vanced, and at length ripened into the heavenly life of 
glory. As when John the Baptiſt ſent ſome of his diſ- 
ciples to Chriſt with this queſtion, “Art thou he that 
« ſhould come, or do we look for another? Our Sa- 
viour returned no other anſwer, but this, „ Go and 
« ſhew John thoſe things which you do hear and ſee, 
c the blind receive their fight, the lame walk, the le- 
«« pers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed 
« up, and the poor have the Goſpel preached to tliem.“ 
Matt. xi. 4, 5. That was enough to ſatisfy any con- 
ſiderate perſon, that Jeſus was the Chriſt; for the mi- 
racles which he wrought were too great and glorious 
for an impoſtor; and beſides in them an ancient Scrip- 


ture prophecy, concerning the promiſed Meſſiah, was 


very literally fulfilled, diz. When he, their God, 
« will come and ſave them, then the eyes of the blind 
« ſhall be opened, and the cars of the deaf ſ}all be un- 
« ſtopped, &c.” Iſa. xxxv. 5, 6. * So, if the queſ- 
tion be put, whether theſe Scriptures are the word of 
«© God, is it not ſufficient to ſay? Hereby dead ſinners 
are often raiſed to newneſs of life; the eyes of thoſe 
«« whom the God of this world had blinded are opened; 
hearts, which were full of uncleanneſs, are puriticd; 
« and poor dejected ſouls are wonderfully ſupported 
„and comforted. And can we think that the tree 
* Rom x, 7, 

F « which 
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© which bears ſuch good fruit as this, is of any other 
«« planting than God's? Are theſe the effects of the 
« words of men only? No, what man could ſpeak 
the dead to life, or the ſorrowful and dejected, into 
t joy and comfort?” But this is what the Bible has 
done in a thouſand inſtances. Therefore ſuch as have 
experienced the power of thoſe divine truths, which 
the Scripture teaches, in their own ſouls, need no other 
evidence to prove to them that the Bible is the word of 
God. This is that Witneſs, which St. John ſpeaks of, 
which the believer has in his own heart, 1 John v. 10. 
« He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the wit- 
« neſs in himſelf.” And it is ſuch a witneſs as no 
brides can filence, no ſophiſtry of men, or devils, can 
confute: it is the moſt confirming teſtimony of all 
others, to the man that has it; who has heard, as it 
were, God ſpeaking to him by his word, to whom the 
word of God has been an effectual means of drawing 
his ſoul to him. But this witneſs is like that white 
« ſtone, with a new name written upon it, which no 
« man knoweth ſaving he that receiveth it“. It is in 
vain therefore to alledge this teſtimony to unbelievers, 
who have never taſted of the grace of God, nor expe- 
rienced the power of the Goſpel upon their own ſouls ; 
but to thoſe who have experienced it, none is ſo ſatis- 
factory, none ſo confirming. As when ſome of the Co- 
rinthians, who had been converted by St. Paul's preach- 
ing, were tempted to doubt of his commiſſion to be an 


* Rev. ii. 17. 
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Apoſtle of Chriſt, he adviſes them only to examine 
themſelves, as to the effe of his miniſtry upon their 
own ſouls, 2 Cor. xiii. 3, 5. Since you ſeek a proof 
« of Chriſt's ſpeaking in me, examine yourſelves whe- 
„ther ye be in the faith.” For if Chriſt had ſpoken 
effectually to their ſouls by St. Paul's preaching, ſo as 
thereby to convert them, and implant in them ſaving 
faith, they could not have a better evidence that Chriſt 
owned him for his Apoſtle, and had ſpoken by him: fo, 
if at any time a doubt is ſuggeſted to your minds, about 
the truth of the Scriptures, examine yourſelves as 
to the effect they have had upon your own ſouls. 
Has God, by them, awakened you out of your carnal 
ſecurity? Has he, by them, raiſed you up to newneſs 
of life? Has he, by them, ſpoken peace and comfort to 
your ſouls, when they were in diſtreſs and trouble ? 
Has he, by them, ſanctified you, and ſupported you 
hitherto? What ſtronger evidence can you have, that 
theſe Scriptures are the word of God? 


Thus I have finiſhed the argument which I propoſed 
from my text. And now, upon the whole, cannot we 
make theſe words our own, and ſay, We know that 
te this teſtimony is true?“ 


For the improvement of this ſubject let us 
Fin, Reverence and prize the Bible. Read it and re- 
gard it, not as the word of men, but of God; as if 
God himſelf was ſpeaking to you from Heaven, as he 
F 2 ſpoke 
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ſpoke to Moſes, or as Chriſt ſpoke to Paul. Read 

this word of God with reverence, and ſpeak of it with 
reverence: never turn any of the words of Scripture 
into a e, nor uſe them to adorn a piece of wit; but /c/ 
ihe word of God dwell in you richly in all wiſdom. Conſider 
vour Bible as the oracles of God; and give it due re— 
verence, for its author's ſake. And how ſhould you 
prize it on account of its vaſt uſctulneſs * Was there a 
book written that could teach you a ſure and certain 
way to be rich and proſperous in this world, who 
would be without it * But this book, the Bible, will 
teach you much more important and uſeful leſſons than 
all that; for it will make you wiſe wits ſalvation. It 
will tcach you how you may be reconciled to God, 
whom you have fo grievouſly offended ; how you may 
ubtain his favour, which is beter than life, and how 
you may eſcape his wrath, which is worſe than death. 
This book is your beſt, ard your only ſure guide in the 
way to immortal life and bleſſedneſs. Reverence 
and prize the Bible as the book by which you ſhall be 
judged in the laſt day; when © the books ſhall be 
opened (the book of Scripture no doubt for one) and 
« the dead ſhall be judged out of thoſe things which are 
« written in the books, according to their works &.“ 
Open it therefore beforchand. There you may ſee 
what your doom is then likely to be; and if you find 


that you are in danger of being condemned in the judg- 


. . [0 


cnt, 
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ment, and doomed to everlaſting puniſhment, this 
book will ſhow you how you may fy frim the wrath 15 
come, and oltain eternal life. Or it you can find your 
own character among the Scripture-characters of the 
children of God, and the heirs of his heavenly king— 
dom, how will that raiſe and enliven your hopes? How 
wiil that ſupport and comfort you under all your 
worldly troubles? IIow will it ſweeten this mortal life, 
when you can fee it flowing on apace to an immortal 
life of glory ? Reverence and prize the Bible therefore, 
as the grand charter of all your bleſſings, and of all 
your hopes; and therefore, 


Secondly, Be very thankful to Gad that yen have the 
Bible. Be thankful that he has been pleaſcd to give us 
a new revelation, after we had caſt off the knowledge 
of the Moſt High, and brought ſuch diſmal darkneſs 
on cur minds by fin ; that he has given us ſo clear a 
revelation of his goodneſs and love, to encourage our 
rcturn to him, and our truſt upon his mercy for pardon 
and eternal life ; and that he has marked out the way 
to cternal life, ſo plain before us, in/ his word. Be 
thankful to God, and bleſs his name, that he has given 
you ſuch abundant evidence, that theſe Scriptures are 
indeed his word; ſo that you may, moſt ſafely, venture 
your ſouls and your eternal ſalvation upon them. Be 
thankful that you have the free uſe of the Scriptures ; 
that your lot was not caſt either into a Heathen c un- 
try, where the Bible is not heard of, or into a Popiſh 


country, 
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country, where it is little more than heard of ; where 

it is locked up from the people, and they are not ſuf- 

fered to read it. How graciouſly has God diſtinguiſhed 
you from Heathens and from Papiſts. And, eſpecially, 
if he has been pleaſed to attend his word with an effi- 

cacious bleſſing to your ſouls; if God has begotten you 

again by his word of truth, how are you diſtinguiſhed 

from many others who dwell in Proteſtant countries, 

who may have the free uſe of the Bible, but have no- 
heart to uſe it ; and whoſe dreadful condemnation it 

will be, that light came into the world, the light of the 

glorious Goſpel ſhone all around them, „but they lov- 

« ed darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
« were evil *.” You have reaſon to regard the Bible 

as an invaluable bleſſing, as the greateſt and beſt gift of 
God next to the gift of his Son ; and without which- 
you would have known nothing of Chriſt, and of ſal- 
vation by him. Thanks be to God for this his unfpeak- 
able gift. 


Thirdly, Manifeft your high efleem of the Scriptures, 
and your thankfulneſs fer them, by your diligent uſe of 
them, Read and ſtudy the Bible, ſet your hearts to it, 
for it is nat a vain thing fer you, breauſe it is your life. 
Let it be as the man of your counſel, your conſtant 
guide in the way of your pilgrimage. Labour to un- 
derſtand what you read; and pray for the teaching of 


* John iii. 29. 


the 
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the good ſpirit of God to en your wnderfianding, that 
vou may underſtand the Scriptures; and alſo, to ſet home 
divine truths upon your hearts, tat ſo, 4 while you 
e bchold in the glaſs of the word the glory of the Lord, 
you may be changed into the ſame image from glory 
« to glory“. Be not ſatished with all the knowledge 
you can gain by reading and ſtudying, without feeling 
the power of divine truths upon your own hearts, in 
your growing conformity to a holy God, your delight 
in his word and ordinances, your ſubmiſſion to his 
will, and obedience to his precepts, and in the devout 
aſpiration of your ſouls after a more intimate commu- 
nion with him, and a more perfect enjoyment of his 
preſence and love; and ſo ſhall your ſouls be nouriſbed 
up in the words of faith, and of god dactrine, until you 
come unto the meaſure of the flature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt ; when all darkneſs ſhall be diſſipated by the light 
of heavenly glory ; and when your faith ſhall be 
changed into viſion, and your hope into cverlaſting en- 
joyment. 


® 2 Cor. iii. 38. 


